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The California Zinfandel wine originated 
from the Dalmation coast of Croatia. Mike 
Grgich of Grgich Hills Winery is credited 
with this discovery. Another Dalmation, 
Agoston Haraszthy in 1856 purchased a 
vineyard in Sonoma and established the 
Buena Vista Winery. Then in 1861 he 
travelled to his homeland and other parts of 
Europe and collected vines for planting in 
California. He was proclaimed the Father of 
California wine. 

In the 1850’s there were many pioneer 
saloons on the San Francisco waterfront 
owned by Dalmations. To mention a few; 
Louisana Saloon, Miner’s Exchange Saloon, 
Neptune Saloon, and the famed White Hall 
Saloon. Many of these pioneer saloon 
owners married pretty Irish girls as they 
were also Catholic. 

Exerpted from the book Croatian Contributions to 
San Francisco by Adam Eterovich e-mail 
vwvw.croatians.com 
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BRIONI 

When two tailors founded a fashion house in 
1945, they wanted their brand to signify 
rarefied relaxation, so they chose Brioni. At 
the time, this Adriatic archipelago was Italian 
soil and served as a playground for European 
nobility. After world War 11 the isles changed 
hands, and Yugoslav president Tito chose 
them for his private residence, closing them to 
tourism for 40 years. Today Umberto 
Angeloni, current CEO of Brioni, is working 
with the Croatian government to promote 
tourism there, offering golf, polo, and yacht 
facilities. (Rumor has it that Amanresorts is 
interested in a partnership.) Angeloni has 
already re-created the polo fireld, once home 
to the annual Brioni Classic, which hit the turf 
again this summer. 


From the September issue of Conde’ Nast Traveler 
Magazine 

Submitted by Nina Matulich 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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The mystery dinner is a mystery no more. What a 
feast! Big thanks go out to Pete Kovacich for 
preparing one of the finest meals ever. It was a 
special day, not only for the food but for all who 
attended. Thank you all for coming. 

More thanks go out to Nina Matulich for taking 
the reservations, Geri Heebner for the exquisite 
decorations, Mary Siefke for selling the drink 
tickets, Helen Ukestad and Mary Ann Gurovich for 
selling the raffle tickets, and Jo Puhera and Ann 
Cemokus for cake serving. 

I can’t thank enough the bartenders, Steve Zupan 
and John Vodanovich and Nick Rajkovich for the 
green olives. Our entertainment had some technical 
difficulties, but a big thanks go out to Roger Pace 
for singing the songs from the 40’s and 50’s. The 
equipment had problems before a duet started with 
Roger and SACO member and our new co-editor 
Nada Kostovic’. We’ll have to get them back at a 
later date. 

Hope to see everyone at our Christmas Dinner on 
Saturday, December 18 lh . 

Steve Belick 


SACO OFFICERS 


Zdravo (hello) SACO Members, 

I guess some of you may be wondering why this 
autumn issue of the SACO newsletter is so late in 
arriving in your homes. In life, as in newsletters, a 
major change always takes more time than 
anticipated. As a new co-editor of the Kalifomski I 
have had my share of set backs in learning the new 
computer format which will give the Kalifomski a 
fresh look for 2005. My co-editor, Nina Matulich, 
did her utmost to keep me on schedule. And though 
I tried her patience with many computer difficulties 
and unavoidable delays these last few months, I am 
glad to say we are still the best of friends. I look 
forward to working with Nina to bring you the re¬ 
vamped Kalifomski. Also, thanks to Dale Skillicom 
who previously shouldered this editorial 
responsibility for several years. Much deserved 
thanks and gratitude goes out to that special 
someone who generously offered computer 
expertise and assistance and ultimately made it 
possible for this issue to finally come together. 

I am honored to serve SACO in this capacity, 
blending information and stories from the present 
and past, Croatia and America within these pages. 

Happy Holidays to one and all. from Nina and I. 

Posdrav, 


President - Steve Belick 662-3859 
Vice President - Dale Skillicom 722-0580 
Treasurer - Jo Franich - Puhera 724-8930 
Recording Secretary - 

Geri Derpich - Heebner 728-2666 
Financial / Corresponding Secretary - 
Nina Matulich 724-7971 


Nada Kostovic * 

Cretan Bozid 
Nova godina 





















YUGOSLAV RADIO PROGRAM 
1948 -1988 

The Yugoslav Radio Program was aired by 
its founder, Millie Soldo, in April, 1948. The 
goals of the two programs were to feature 
recorded music from Yugoslavia for the 
benefit of the families in the area whose 
heritage was from Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia 
and Macedonia. Special dedications were 
announced for birthday celebrations, recent 
weddings, social events and holiday 
greetings. One program was aired every 
Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
over radio station KOMY, 1340kc in 
Watsonville for listeners of the Monterey 
Bay area, and later that day, over radio 
station KLOK, 11 70kc in San Jose from 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. for the listeners in the the 
Santa Clara, San Francisco, Oakland, 
Fresno and Sacramento areas. 

Millie Soldo conducted these weekly 
broadcasts for 4 years which ended in her 
untimely death due to an automobile 
accident. Her husband, Andrew and son 
Bob took over the weekly programs in 
1952. They continued as a team until the 
year Bob left Watsonville to attend San 
Jose State in 1957. Andrew married Ann 
Matiasevich in 1956 who was at that time a 
principal at an elementary school in 
Watsonville. After Bob left, Ann joined 
Andrew on the radio and they continued the 
two weekly programs with their last 
broadcast in 1988. 

The ANDREW & ANN SOLDO RECORD 
COLLECTION has been accepted in the 
Archives of Special Collections at Stanford 
University. Ann received her Master's 
Degree in 1954 from the University. Included 
in the 

collection are the following items: 700- 


33’s, 500 - 45’s, 560 - 78’s and 
36 tapes for a total of 1,796 items. 

It gives me great pleasure to know that the 
ethnic folk music from Croatia, Serbia, 
Bosnia, and Macedonia will be available to 
the public. 

Ann M. Soldo 
Dec. 17,2003 



NAS DOBAR GLAVNI KUHAR 


Pete Kovacich 

(Our Great Chef - Pete Kovacich) 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
upcoming SACO DINNERS 

Saturday, December 18 th 
Pork Dinner 

Saturday, April 23 rd 2005 
Rack of Lamb 











EARLY DAYS OF S.A.C.O. 


By Patricia L. Gospodnetich Solano 

Our organization took root for the purpose gathering 
together to visit with old friends, to make new friends and 
to keep our traditions and culture alive. We started in 
February of 1979 and needless to say, it was a rousing 
success from the beginning. We gathered monthly with 
potlucks and some local entertainment. It was wonderful 
sharing stories and history with some of our elder 
members. We saw many young members grow with us. 
Many of our programs included dancing and singing that 
we remembered from our younger days. 

Our goal too was to keep the cost of dues and programs 
at a minimum so everyone could participate. We 
encouraged families to join and we saw grandparents and 
their children and their grandchildren coming together to 
share the good times. Old friends came together to renew 
memories and new friends were made. 

Our monthly newsletter The Kalifomski was bom and 
reached out to local members as well as members out of 
state and out of the country. Karl Maiden (Mladen 
Sakulovich) was a member. I sent him a newsletter and 
an invitation to join and he sent a personal check for 
membership. I had a time handing over his check since it 
was a precious autograph of sorts. 

We gathered to form a kolo dance group for those who 
didn't didn't suffer two left feet For those of us who 
enjoyed singing, a choral group was started. Our July 
BBQ became a huge success with busloads of members 
and guests coming from various parts of California. That 
is still going strong. 

The majority of our members were and still are of Slavic 
background but we do welcome nonSlavic members too 
because it makes us richer for sharing our many 
traditions and cultures. I always thought tradition and 
culture had the same meaning. But I find that traditions 
are more personal. They tend to be familial celebrations 
that have been passed down to individual families through 
the ages. Our culture tends to be more basic in that Slavic 
history and music and dance and languages are involved. 

We began as YACO using a play on the word 'jako' 
meaning strong. We have been strong in our dedication 
to, our culture and here's wishing us 25 more years of 
success and maybe even longer! 



MYSTERY DINNER OCTOBER 16, 2004 


DESSERTS made by: 

Karen Belick, Georgia O’Hoppe, Adeline Bettencourt, 
Polly Patrone, Ann Cemokus, Jo Puhera, Gig Franusich, 
Mary Siefke, Twoana Gross, Helen Ukestad, Betty Jones, 
Jacqueline Zadravec, Chris Justus, Slavica Zalac, Nina 
Matulich 

PRIZES furnished by: 

Steve Belick, SACO, Adeline Bettencourt, Isabelle 
Secondo, Charlotte Car, Mary Sieke, Ann Cemokus, Jan 
Skillcom, Thelma Dorey, Ann soldo, Geri Heebner, Edie 
Stene, Betty Jones, Helen Ukestad, Chris Justus, John 
Vodanovich, Nina Matulich, Frank Zadravec, Ethlyn 
Miller, Steve Zupan, Bill Resetar 


THE SACO SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Class of June 2004 / Watsonville High School 
Awarded $400.00 each to: 

Robert George, son of Barry and Merry Lou George 
Lindsay Pavlovich, daughter of Greg and Suki Pavlovich 
and granddaughter of Janet Meidl 


“On the craggy shore that was raised above the water and 
completely exposed to the sun, peace was a thing of dazzling 
incandescence, bruised only feelingly, peripherally, by a 
lone cricket in the hotel garden and by an occasional broken- 
off cry from the water. In that torrid, brilliant, and blue calm 
of the land, the sky, and the sea, lay motionless, fakir-like 
bodies of the bathers as if stilled by an unknown drug, 
surrendering their pores to the sun " 

Short story. The Woman on the Rock 
from The Pasha’s Concubine by Ivo Andric’ who was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1961. 




WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Rita Stringari 
Watsonville 



IN MEMORIAM 


Sister Sebastian Adza 
October 8,2003 Ventura 

Joanne Resetar, 69 years 
June 26,2004 Watsonville 
Wife of Bill Resetar 
Mother of Greta Choi 

Gizella Alaga, 92 years 
July 27,2004 Watsonville 
Mother of Nick, Peter, John & Bill 

Irene Strazicich, 98 years 
August 8, 2004 Watsonville 
Aunt of Ann Backovich & 

Sister Florence Cumbelich 


CORRESPONDENCE 



Dear SACO Members, 

Irene truly enjoyed meeting the SACO members 
at all the dinners over the years. She liked to 
participate in the potlucks and country stores in the 
early days of SACO. Thank you all for appreciating 
her as I did. 

Ann Backovich 


SACO, 

Thank you so much for my scholarship and for the 
great BBQ. I hope to make you proud of your 
choice and return from Denison a successful person. 
Bobby George ( scholarship recipient) 


Correspondence (continuedO 

Dear SACO Members, 

I am so appreciative of the 
scholarship I have received from 
SACO. This money will be a great start for my 
college education. Being Croatian is a huge part of 
me. And I think that being Croatian makes me 
proud of who I am now, and who I will be later. It is 
a huge part of me. And I am proud to say I am 
Croatian. 

I Thank You Again. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsay Pavlovich ( scholarship recipient) 



Dear Steve & Nina, 

We really enjoyed playing for your organization. 
You had a very nice turn out. Your people are so 
friendly. We all had a great time. 

Sincerely, 

Caroline Bahr ( leader of Novi Stari Tamburitza) 


Dear Nina, 

Thank you for all your good work. The lamb 
dinner was excellent. Our compliments to the chef. 
See you at the BBQ. I will bring dessert and gift. 
Jacqueline Zadravec 


June 16,2004 
Dear Mr Violich, 

Representing all the students and staff of 
Watsonville High School I wish to express my 
sincere thank you for your interest and contribution 
to our scholarship and honors program. This award 
will provide assistance and serves as a source of 
inspiration. 

The awards were presented at the Principal’s 
Awards Assembly on May 26, 7pm in the Henry 
Mello Center before an enthusiastic audience of 
parents, students and community members. 

Again thank you for your generous and 
inspirational support. 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence T. Lane 

Principal Watsonville High School 





THE SLAVIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA. 95077 




Steve & Karen Belick 
1035 Via Tomasol 
Aptos, CA 95003 


DATED MATERIAL - Please Rush 













































